2021
Annual Report

A Year of Growth
A MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Life is a journey! That was our theme throughout
2021. We turned what started as a week of activities
designed to increase awareness of the Supportive
Living Program into a year-long celebration with
various virtual activities and events for communities.
On the policy front, AALC focused on strengthening
and advancing Supportive Living through quarterly
meetings with the Illinois Department of Healthcare
and Family Services, meetings with individual
legislators, testifying before legislative committees,
and partnering with SIU School of Medicine to
educate direct care staff. Finally, AALC launched both
a monthly newsletter and biweekly bulletin to share
updates with members.
Throughout the year, I was struck by the commitment
and dedication to our residents from all involved in the
Supportive Living Program.
I wish you good health and happiness in the coming
year!
Karin Zosel
Executive Director
P.S. If you have a suggestion, contact me at
kzosel@aalcillinois.org

Moving Supportive
Living Forward
A MESSAGE FROM AALC’S 2020-21 BOARD
CHAIR
December marked the end of my third term serving
as Board President of the Affordable Assisted Living
Coalition. The COVID pandemic continued to pose
many hurdles, but 2021 was also a year filled with
great successes and progress for the Supportive Living
Program.
Early in the pandemic, AALC was busy tracking down
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) for communities,
connecting SL communities with needed state and
federal resources, and educating our members on the
ever-changing regulatory and legislative landscape. Once
a vaccine became available, AALC’s Let’s Get Vaccinated!
campaign spearheaded vaccinations in our communities.
It helped demonstrate the invaluable role AALC plays,
and continues to play, in protecting our residents while
promoting the Supportive Living sector.
AALC’s advocacy efforts helped secure roughly $80
million or $26 per day temporary rate increase for SLs. We
were also instrumental in Governor Pritzker’s bill signing
containing our legislative fix to the Illinois Property
Tax Code. The legislation ensures that local assessors
appropriately calculate rental income when valuing
Supportive Living Program communities.
As I pass the gavel to our incoming President, Steve
Horve, I am confident AALC will continue to be the leading
voice representing the Illinois Supportive Living sector.
The value of AALC is evident in the accomplishments of
2021 and its plan for 2022.
Jerry Finis
Board Chair, 2020-2021
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A Year of Accomplishments
Membership Enhancements
l

Developed a monthly newsletter to deliver AALC
programming updates to members

l

Created a bi-monthly Owner/Operator bulletin to
deliver timely and relevant policy updates

l

Overhauled AALC website to simplify navigation and
enhance content

l

Partnered with SIU School of Medicine and Illinois
Department of Health & Family Services to host a
quarterly online educational series that included a
segment focused on Diversity, Equity and
Inclusion and the Impacts of COVID
on Supportive Living
Communities

Wear your button with pride knowing
you’re taking the steps necessary to
keep you and those around you healthy!

Let’s Get
Vaccinated!
What are we waiting for?!
win cash prizes!
Staff members who get vaccinated and post a photo on your community’s Facebook page
will be entered into a drawing each month. Wear a button or hold up a sign letting us know
you got vaccinated and we’ll select a photo each month for a cash prize!
What are you waiting for!? Let’s Get Vaccinated!

COVID-19 Information &
Support

Be sure to tag @AALCIllinois and use the hashtags
#IDIDITFORUS and #LetsGetVaccinated to qualify!
aalcillinois.org

l

Launched a successful Let’s Get Vaccinated!
campaign that encouraged member employees
to get vaccinated for COVID-19. To ramp up the
efforts, AALC awarded prizes to communities that
participated and partnered with Vendor Member,
Medication Management Partners, to host
educational webinars to raise awareness.

l

Worked with the state to make sure all SLs were
included in the Federal Pharmacy Partnership
Program.

Advocacy Wins
$26 per Day Temporary Rate Increase
AALC secured a temporary rate increase in statute
that will bring an estimated $80 million in federal
dollars to Illinois Supportive Living communities
because of the enhanced FMAP included in the
American Rescue Plan ACT (ARPA). These funds
are intended to help SL communities address
the staffing crisis exacerbated by the COVID
pandemic.

Protected Nursing Home Rate Link
AALC mobilized its membership by launching a
grassroots campaign to educate legislators on the
importance of protecting the link to nursing home
rates.

Safeguarded Illinois Tax Code
AALC’s legislative fix to the Illinois Property
Tax Code was signed into law in June 2021
and ensures that local assessors appropriately
calculate rental income when valuing Supportive
Living Program communities. The law protects
against faulty property tax assessments and
ensures SL sustainability.

In addition to these legislative victories, AALC in 2021
established a quarterly update call with the Illinois
Department of Healthcare and Family Services (HFS) to
make sure that Supportive Living Facilities have a voice
and exclusive audience with HFS Leadership. Members
should reach out to AALC if they have issues to discuss.
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Life is a Journey with
Supportive Living

BEST OF OUR ABILITIES WINNERS
Arthur O’Dell, Deer Path of Huntley
Jim Ogar, Heritage Woods of McHenry

With COVID still impacting all our lives in 2021, AALC
planned the annual Supportive Living celebration as
a virtual event. All activities were conducted within
the different communities to eliminate travel and any
unnecessary risks to residents.

PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS
1st Place:
Hilde’s special invite to her
birthday lunch
Heritage Woods of Minooka

We had a great line up
of activities planned
that supported our
2021 theme of Life
is a Journey. Our
activities focused on
traveling the world
virtually. Each month
we encouraged
communities to visit
different locations throughout the world and we provided a
list of activities that corresponded with the destinations.
Our Life is a Journey travel theme was also tied into our
annual contests held throughout the year. So, while our
communities couldn’t travel safely due to COVID, they
could still “get out” and explore the world in other ways.

105!

1st
Place

2nd Place:
Betty receives a heartfelt visit
from her family
Heritage Woods of Ottawa
2nd
Place

3rd Place:
Leroy expresses smile and
message to family & friends
Springfield Supportive Living

TESTIMONIAL WINNERS:

1st Place: Terri Dodds, Heritage
Woods of Freeport
2nd Place: Rebecca Flores, Deer
Path of Huntley
3rd Place: Joyce, Heritage Woods
of Ottawa

3rd
Place

CENTENARIAN WINNER

Juanita Briggs, Grand Prairie of
Macomb
DOB: March 4, 1916

“I wasn’t in a good place in my life
mentally or physically after having some
tragic life situations. I decided it was
time for change. My first impression welcomed and loved. Improved 110%
physically, mentally, now more social. Many friends are like
family to me. My family is beyond happy, knowing I am loved
and safe.”
1st Place
Testimonial

Terri Dodds, Heritage Woods of Freeport
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Supportive Living Program (SLP)

BY THE NUMBERS
155 SLP communities

across 73 Illinois Counties
SLP provides 12,966
Illinois residents with
housing & care1
SLP employs 4,807
workers2
1. Medicaid residents
2. Based on 2020 filed cost reports

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2021
Jerome Finis, President
Steve Horve, Vice President
George Dinges, Treasurer
Cindy Rapp, Secretary
Chuck Sheets, Assistant Secretary
Rod Burkett, Immediate Past President
Ben Hart

Type of Community

Approved

Operational

Serves only persons ages 22-64
with physical disabilities

1

9

Serves persons ages 22 and
over who are visually impaired.

0

2

Serve persons who are age 65
and over.

10

136

Dementia Care

33

11

90%
50

of Supportive Living Program
communities are members of AALC

vendor members support the
work of AALC

BOARD MEMBERS 2021
Linda Baker
Jason Benedict
Allison Clements
Brian Cloch
Eli Finestone
Robert Gawronski
Ari Haas
Steve Lavenda
Bruce Schiff
Michael Stein
Jeremy Yost

More than $292,000
raised for PAC to
Protect SLP

Raised and disbursed over $292,000 in
AALC PAC funds to protect and advance
SLP policy agenda across the state.
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Building on Our Past and
Future Successes
A MESSAGE FROM AALC’S IN-COMING BOARD
CHAIR - 2022
Having been involved in AALC since the beginning of the
Supportive Living Program, I am looking forward to serving
as the AALC Board of Directors President for the upcoming
two years. I am grateful to Jerry Finis for helping make this
a seamless transition.
Since its inception, the AALC has been the leading trade
association representing the Illinois Supportive Living
Program while promoting and educating the specific role
of Supportive Living communities to legislators and the
public. Through its work with the Illinois General Assembly
and the Department of Healthcare and Family Services, the
Coalition advocates for legislation and regulations that will
protect and advance the program, in addition to bringing
resources to our Supportive Living members. For example,
in 2021, AALC secured a $26 per day rate increase, which
brought in $80 million for the Supportive Living Program.

The Year Ahead
AALC continues to have a busy and full agenda in 2022
dedicated to advancing the Illinois Supportive Living
Program. Our priorities include:
l

Protecting and enhancing the Supportive Living
program's Medicaid rate

l

Overhauling the Nurse Agency Licensing Act to
protect health care workers and health care facilities

l

Increasing the Supportive Living Memory Care rates

l

Partnering with HFS to deliver relevant and timely
educational content to members

l

Offering meaningful opportunities for Supportive
Living /residents to safely connect through our
Supportive Living is Healthy Living activities

l

Strengthening our advocacy through
the AALC PAC

AALC’s success is a testament to the strength of its
membership. As we look to 2022, AALC has many activities
and events planned, as well as a robust legislative and
regulatory agenda. Your annual 2022 membership dues
make this work possible!
I look forward to working with you to continue AALCs vital
initiatives. Thank you for your continued support in 2022.
Steve Horve
Board Chair, 2022-2023

Affordable Assisted Living Coalition
601 W. Monroe St.
Springfield, IL 62704
www.AALCIllinois.com
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